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graphers1 thus describes his exceptional vision:
"He sees with a glance whose keenness no one has
equalled the imposition of everything that con-
stitutes the joy of life: the emptiness of pleasures,
the vanity of love, which makes the individual the
unconscious servant of the race."

But his senses do not subscribe to the judgment
of his intelligence, and the dualism which follows
was abolished only by old age and success. Both
soothed his sensibility and his irritated uneasiness,
which used the dark sides of life to fabricate his
thoughts of sorrow and disappointment. For
his hatred, as well as his scorn of mankind, formed
only a superficial layer of his consciousness. In
the depths lay faith in the better destinies of his
fellow-creatures. He even believed in progress and
in human perfectibility. The u shallow and im-
becile " optimism which he accused of every crime
and did not cease to flout and ridicule so long as he
was a victim of his own sorrows, sharpened by his
morbid sensibility, took the opportunity for re-
venge and exhibited him in amazing changes. The
contradictions between what he desired to make
us believe, and what he believed later, were
flagrant and profound. Have not people gone so
far in recent times as to write a sketch, which is

1 Th. Ruyssen, Schopenhauer.